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Housekeeping

▪ In order to speak on the call, you will need to call in. 

Conference call-in number: 1-866-814-9555; 

participant passcode: 723 288 1431.

▪ All phone lines have been muted. 

▪ During the Q&A portion, you may unmute your 

phone line by pressing #6. You can also use the 

participant chat to ask questions. 

▪ The recording and presentation slides will be added 

to the aidsetc.org website as a resource. 



3

Speakers

MarkAlain Déry,

DO, MPH, FACOI

Melody Barr Brett J. Feldman, 

MSPAS, PA-C
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Innovation Officer Access Health Louisiana

Director Ryan White Part A and F Access Health Louisiana
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Disclosures

▪ No conflict of interests to disclose
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Objectives

▪ Recognize the increasing morbidity, mortality, and 

hospitalization associated with COVID-19 in the U.S.

▪ Conclude that there is not much difference in the 

incidence of or clinical manifestations of persons with 

HIV (PWH) compared with those who do not have HIV 

infection

▪ Determine that evictions for PWH are deleterious to

maintaining health

▪ Acknowledge an impending eviction crisis at the end of

2020 that can significantly increase COVID infections,

especially for PWH
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U.S. Case Counts

About 2 people died/minute in the past 24 hours
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https://www.covidexitstrategy.org
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https://www.washingtonpost.com/coronavirus/?hp_top_nav_coronavirus

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#cases_casesper100klast7days
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U.S. Daily Case Counts

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/us/coronavirus-us-cases.html
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U.S. Daily Mortality Counts

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/us/coronavirus-us-cases.html
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U.S. Daily Hospital Counts

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/us/coronavirus-us-cases.html
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https://evictionlab.org/eviction-tracking/
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https://evictionlab.org/eviction-tracking/
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• County-level associations
between eviction rates in 2014
& rates of CT/GC in the
following year.

• Higher rates of CT/GC in
counties with higher rates of
eviction.

• “County-level eviction rates
are associated with chlamydia
and gonorrhea rates in a
significant and robust way
independent of other known 
predictors of STI.”

Niccola, et al; Sexually Transmitted Diseases • Volume 46, 

Number 1, January 2019
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Housing Instability Affects HIV Viral Load
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• Researchers looked at the relationship between evictions and HIV transmission.
• They found that evictions made it harder for people to adhere to ARTs.
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▪ Researchers looked at the relationship between evictions and HIV

transmission.

▪ They found that evictions made it harder for people to adhere to ARTs.

▪ The authors concluded that “eviction independently increased the odds

of detectable” HIV viral load among study participants who experienced

eviction.

AIDS Behav. 2017 March ; 21(3): 678–687. doi:10.1007/s10461-016-1315-z.
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https://evictionlab.org/covid-policy-scorecard/la/
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Summary

We reviewed:

▪ The increasing morbidity, mortality, and hospitalization 

associated with COVID-19 in the U.S.

▪ There is not much difference in the incidence of or 

clinical manifestations of PWH compared with those who

do not have HIV infection.

▪ Evictions for PWH are deleterious to maintaining health.

▪ An impeding eviction crisis at the end of 2020 that can 

significantly increase COVID-19 infections, especially for 

PWH.



Melody Barr 

Deputy Assistant Director 

Housing and Community Development
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Disclosures

▪ No conflict of interests to disclose
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Objectives

▪ Provide an overview of housing subsidy

▪ Describe the barriers to housing

▪ Describe current solutions and opportunities
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Homeless to Housing



4

5

Housing Opportunities for Persons with AIDS 

(HOPWA)



4

6

Barriers to Housing

▪ Not enough “affordable” housing stock

▪ COVID-19

• Stay at Home Orders

• Eviction Moratoriums

• Higher Unemployment Insurance

▪ Immigration Issues / Public Charge

▪ Technology Barriers

▪ Respite Care
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Housing Solutions

Community 

COVID Housing 

Plan (CCHP)

▪ $65-million plan 

joint venture

▪ 2-year plan to 

house 5K 

people 

experiencing 

homelessness



Brett J. Feldman, MSPAS, PA-C

Vice Chair, International Street Medicine Institute

Director, Street Medicine

Assistant Professor of Family Medicine

Keck School of Medicine of the University of Southern California

Housing and Community Development
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Disclosures

▪ No conflict of interests to disclose
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Objectives

▪ Define street medicine and describe the guiding 

values and philosophy

▪ Describe healthcare characteristics and utilization 

patterns of people experiencing homelessness

▪ Describe challenges facing people experiencing 

homelessness during the COVID-19 pandemic
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Defining Street Medicine

▪ Direct delivery of healthcare to the rough sleeping 

population (unsheltered homeless)

▪ Care performed on the street

▪ Done through walking rounds (motor cycles, 

horseback, kayak)

▪ “Go to the People”
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Values and Philosophy

▪ Patient led

▪ Reality based

▪ Unconditional respect

▪ Medicine as an instrument of peace

▪ Medicine as tool of advocacy
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Los Angeles County / Los Angeles City COVID Sites

▪ Isolation and Quarantine (I/Q sites)

▪ Project Room Key

• High vulnerability places in independent living 

motels

▪ Park and Recreation Communal Shelters

▪ >40,000 left unsheltered



6

3



6

4

How Principles Shape and Inform Policy

▪ Services are patient/person-led

▪ Reality-based exit strategy

▪ Preservation of civil rights

▪ Not convenience sampled

▪ Serve easiest to reach > most in need
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Street Medicine Practice During the COVID-19 

Pandemic

https://stmi.memberclicks.net/assets/docs/COVid19%

20SM%20Guidance%203-20-20.pdf

https://stmi.memberclicks.net/assets/docs/COVid19 SM Guidance 3-20-20.pdf
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Speaker Contact Information

MarkAlain Déry, DO, MPH, FACOI

Madery@accesshealthla.org

Melody N. Barr

Melody.Barr@houstontx.gov

Brett J. Feldman, MSPAS, PA-C

Brett.Feldman@med.usc.edu

626-361-0406 (cell)

https://aidsetc.org/resource/hiv-sars-cov-2-webinar-series
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mailto:Melody.Barr@houstontx.gov
mailto:Brett.Feldman@med.usc.edu
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